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WHERE TO START? 
DISCLAIMER: All information listed in this document is by personal experience and rules are subject 

to change at any time. This information is for AABMGS Inc. shows (my personal choice) and may vary 

depending on the type of organization hosting or assisting the exhibition.  

Can My Goat be Shown? 

Miniature Goats must be a minimum of Generation 1 (Both parents must be registered 

miniatures) for all breeds. Your miniature goat needs to be registered with either the 

AABMGS, MGBA or MGA. Does, Bucks and Wethers can be shown.   

 

Miniature Goats must meet the height requirements for their breed and age group to be 

eligible for exhibition. Your reproductive animals (does and bucks) cannot be exhibited with 

reproductive faults. These major faults are subject to immediate disqualification; Split 

scrotum, extra teats (Excluding Miniature Boers) and horns (for all animals born after 2014 

and excluding Miniature Boers).  

Do I Need to Be A Member? 

Absolutely not! However, we would love to have you on board. It also keeps you up to date 

with the latest show news and any rule changes that may affect your ability to exhibit.  

Where Do I Find Shows in My Area? 

The Australian All Breeds of Miniature Goat Society Inc. (AABMGS Inc.) Website will host the 

latest show locations, schedules, forms, rules and results. Ensure to check the website 

regularly at: www.australianallbreedsofminiaturegoatsociety.com/show-dates-results 

 

Also, following the Facebook page which will display other relevant information, expressions 

of interest and other goat breeders/exhibitors that you can connect with, at: 

www.facebook.com/AABMGSShows/ 

  

 

“Practice like you’ve never won, 

perform like you’ve never lost” 
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NOW WHAT? 
Using the printable checklist  on the next page, it ’s time to round up some 

goats, get your show equipment ready, plan your day and win some ribbons!  

 

• Pick your show 

• Print out your ‘Show Checklist’ 

• Ask for help if you’re lost!  

 

Ensure you are up to date with the latest Show Rules and Breed Standards: 

www.australianallbreedsofminiaturegoatsociety.com/show-rules 

 

 

It took us 4 years of shows to win our very first Champion ribbon. I began showing at the age 

of 13 with one show per year. My goats took hours to prepare using only scissors, an old 

bristled brush, mums’ shampoo from the bathroom (don’t tell her!) and a whole stack of baby 

wipes. I will always remain humble and remember exactly how hard it was to get the courage 

to go to my first ever show. Don’t ever think you’re alone or that a question is too silly to ask, 

we’re all here to help!  

 

Pictured is my buck Mya-Ora Prince of 

Penzance winning Supreme Champion at 

Laidley Show in 2017. 

 

This marks 8 years of Miniature Goat Breeding 

and Showing, winning our first ever Major prize 

and first Supreme Champion. 

 

Be patient and never give up! Remember, it’s all 

for the love of goats.  
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SHOW CHECKLIST       SHOW:                DATE:                          

Pick your Show 

 Visit the AABMGS Inc. Website for the latest shows in your area, note the closing date for entries 

 Download the Schedule for the show you are attending 

 Pick the classes you would like to enter 

 Crosscheck that your goat is eligible for these classes (heights, breed standards, etc) 

 Review the latest version of the show rules 

Paperwork (1x copy for yourself, 1x copy for the chief steward) 

 Original or copies of my goat’s registration/s 

 Waybill (NVD) – Legal requirement to move livestock – Goats MUST be ear tagged 

 National Goat Health Declaration  

 Biosecurity Health Declaration/Animal movement record (QLD Agricultural Shows) 

 Entry form filled out (with associated fees in exact cash) (copy sent to chief steward BEFORE 

entries close – date will be stated on each schedule) 

 Entry money to enter the show ground (different for each show if held at an agricultural show, in 

house and Christmas shows do not have fees to enter the grounds)  

 CAE and JD test results (must be whole herd results within the last 12 months) if goats are to be 

housed and exhibited on the ‘tested’ side of the ring 

Equipment Preparation Checklist 

 Grooming gear e.g. Brushes, baby wipes, hoof black, scissors, clippers, hoof trimmers 

 Pens/Yards (if the show does not have pens supplied) 

 Collars and leads 

 Feed containers/hay nets and water buckets 

 Display materials e.g. Business cards, stud banners, brochures 

 Bedding (some shows do not supply bedding) 

 Hand sanitizer 

 Tables (for display), chairs, bottles of water (It can be a long day) 

 Clipboard, paperwork folder, pens, highlighter 

 Zip ties, clips, duct tape 

 Ties for pens (if necessary) 

 Goat Preparation Checklist  

 Wash Goat 1-2 days before the show 

 Trim hooves 

 Clip or trim goat (tidy hair around the feet, tail, back of legs, loose hairs) 

 Use baby wipes on day of show to clean off excess dirt from; eyes, nostrils, mouth, vulva, udder, 

underneath the tail and wax in ears.  

 Ensure goat/s will stand quietly and walk on a lead with a collar/halter. Practice touching them all 

over and walking around their bodies while standing. NOTE: at home, your goats will play up more 
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Best Practice 

Be there early 

Judging starts at 10am at most shows. Ensure that you are there a minimum of 1 hour before judging. 

Allow yourself time to get your animals unloaded, move the car, setup, mingle, pay fees etc. I would 

recommend arriving a minimum of 1.5 - 2 hours before judging on your first show.  

Take Spares and be prepared 

Make sure you have spare equipment and collars. For biosecurity, it’s recommended that you have a 

set of buckets and feed containers/bags that are for show use only. Do not use other exhibitors’ 

buckets, which is why spares are a good idea. Clothing and collars are also great to have spares of 

incase of a human or goat wardrobe malfunction. Make a list of the items you want to bring to the 

show, pack them in the car the day before so you don’t forget anything. Adjusting this list to your own 

specific needs after every show will ensure less stress and anxiety.  

 

 

Sure, the goats look nice, but what do I 

wear? 

Exhibitors must present themselves in a neat and 

tidy manner with covered in footwear. AABMGS 

Inc. shirts will be made available for purchase 

PRIOR to show day. All exhibitors must wear 

either an AABMGS Inc shirt or a plain collared 

shirt (in the colour or white, blue or black) while 

exhibiting. Short shorts, and skirts above knee 

length are not permitted. 

Unwritten rules 

Be a good sport. Have a great day no matter what, 

always thank helpers and the judge even if you 

had a different opinion. Please help-out, many 

hands make light work. Keep your area tidy. Be 

mindful of other people’s goats, keep your 

distance and ask before touching. Their 

biosecurity practice may be different to yours. 

 

You can’t be over-organized  

Three extra copies of the show schedule? 

Checking over your show kit four times before 

departure? Whatever you need to do to ensure 

that you are prepared prior to show day, will mean 

the day itself will be a lot easier on you and on the 

goats. 

What do I do when I get there? 

Okay so we’ve got all your stuff in the car, we 

didn’t forget the goats (Thank God) now what? 

Upon arriving to the gates of the Showground you 

will generally say something along the lines of “Hi, 

we will be exhibiting the miniature goats today.” 

You will pay your admission fee and drive towards 

the area. Find the Chief steward, you will be asked 

to put your goats and equipment in a certain place, 

and once you have your area THEN proceed to 

unload.  

 

“Many Hands Make Light Work” 
 



 

            

 

7 

In the Ring 

Who do I take in (which goat)? 

The Steward will call out the classes in ascending order. Ensure you follow along with your 

own copy of the schedule to make sure you do not miss a class. Always know which goat is 

coming up next and how many classes are from now until your entry needs to be ready. 

When do I come in? 

Wait outside the ring for you to be called to enter. The steward or judge will direct you to 

enter. Make sure you’re paying attention and waiting patiently for your class to be directed in. 

If you are unsure, remember to ask the steward and not speak directly with the judge unless 

spoken to. 

What do I do? 

Have your goat held in one hand. Hold your other hand quietly by your side or tucked behind 

your back. Always have your goat positioned between you and the judge. Holding the animal 

relatively high in the neck, do not make it unnatural or uncomfortable for the animal.  You may 

be asked to walk first by the judge in a specific direction or shape. Keeping an eye on the 

judge always as you walk around and ideally having the animal positioned where its head or 

front shoulder is parallel to your leg.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may not have to walk initially however, you will be asked to line up, the first animal in line 

will pick a spot, try and place the animal’s feet parallel to the first animal in line like the 

diagram below. Do not follow the animal beside you, they could be wrong! 
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Stand your goat up ‘square’. This means that all feet are positioned in a quadrilateral 

formation with them all lining up. The animal should be holding their head up in an ‘alert’ 

position. As pictured below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Judge will walk around the lineup of goats and generally assess them individually. During 

each assessment you must always answer the judge when spoken to. Remain alert and give 

your full attention to the judge. Keep the animal in position during this time. The judge may 

ask you questions about the individual exhibit. If you do not know the answer, say you do not 

know. If you need to ask a question or leave the ring at any moment you must speak to the 

steward. Stay lined up and in position while the other animals are being assessed. Do not 

speak in the ring. Always keep the animal in view of the judge, do this by never positioning 

yourself in between the exhibit and the judge.  

 

Remain in the ring until the judge has awarded the prizes and given comment on the class. At 

the end of the class the Judge will generally thank the exhibitors and the steward will begin to 

call the next class. Thank the judge when receiving a prize and at the conclusion of the class.  

Tips 

The judge will commonly ask questions throughout the day depending on the class type. The 

Judge will ask the handler things such as the age, the number of kids a doe has had, if she is 

in kid and generally any other questions regarding the reproductive components of the goat. A 

handler class will bring more difficult questions regarding the anatomy of the animal and your 

knowledge of the animal’s current health. It’s a good idea to always carry a diagram in your 

show folder and for your own general knowledge and husbandry. 

Standing 

Square 

Hoof 

“etiquette: A little goes a long way” 
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Use manners with the judge, steward and other exhibitors. Treat your goats and all others 

around you with respect. Even if you see some exhibitors not following the rules, or perhaps 

not following etiquette procedures, ensure that you do the absolute best you can by being a 

good sport. Never forget that it’s all about the fun and the goats! 
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How to Prepare a Goat for Show 

Basically, there are three different styles of presentation; 

- Unclipped Show Goat  

- Clipped Show Goat 

- Best Presented 

We will go through each of these styles and how to achieve them. What you must remember 

is that presentation begins from the inside. Your goats require good nutrition and adequate 

vitamin and mineral supplementation to achieve the basics. We want to see an animal with a 

body score of around a 3-4.   

 

Does that are in their 3rd to 4th month of gestation and does that are lactating give us a better 

idea of that animals’ reproductive capacity. You will find that does in this situation will, more 

often than not, place higher in the ring than those that are not producing. Shiny coats usually 

mean healthy goats which will make your animal look a cut above the rest! 

Equipment 

− Milking stand for ease of washing and handling 
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− Clippers:  

• Wahl Km-2 clippers for around the hooves, back of the legs and a full body clip. 

•  Battery powered Wahl clippers for ears, eyelashes, whiskers and touchups 

− Shampoo: Dog/horse shampoo, wool wash, shampoo from your local supermarket 

− Scissors: Sharp, hair specific scissors for the tail  

− Hoof trimmers: to trim any excess hoof off 

− Hoof black (with brush and gloves): to blacken the hooves for best presented 

− Baby wipes: To remove wax from ears, dirt from the mouth; eyes, vulva, udder or 

under the tail 

− Brushes: Mane and Tail brush for long haired goats (usually bucks and Silky Goats), 

standard bristled brush for the coat and a pulling comb for animals shedding their 

winter cashmere 

− Toothbrush: to brush teeth for best presented 

− Lambs wool/microfiber mitt for best presented (short/sleek hair or clipped goats only) 

Unclipped Show Goat 

 Wash your goat 1-2 days before a show  

 Trim your goats’ feet to remove any excess hoof 

 Brush goat to remove any tangles or matted hair 

 Trim any loose hairs to the goats’ advantage (beards removed for does) 

 Trim hair around the tail 

 Trim hair off the back of the rear legs from the dewclaw to the hock 

 Before entering the ring, baby wipe any dirt off your goat. Brush them and you are 

ready to present! 

 

Clip between the 

Dewclaw and 

the Hock 
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Clipped Show Goat  

(be mindful of weather conditions/seasons at home and at the show grounds) 

 Wash your goat 1-2 weeks before a show  

 Clip the goats’ entire body with a #10 blade (1.8mm, it’s a close cut). Go with the hair, 

not against it.  

 Trim hair around the tail 

 Trim hair off the back of the rear legs from the dewclaw to the hock 

 Clip the goats face (against the hair, not with it) trimming off all whiskers and under the 

muzzle. Clip the outside and inside of the ears. Blend the hair around the poll/above 

the neck.  

 Wash your animal immediately after the clip 

 Wash your goat again 1-2 days before the show 

 Trim your goats’ feet to remove any excess hoof 

 Trim any loose hairs to the goats’ advantage (beards removed for does) 

 Before entering the ring, baby wipe any dirt off your goat. Brush them and you are 

ready to present! 
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Best Presented 

(Ideally complete a full body clip as well. This is not always possible or suitable for every goat, 

but it’s recommended) 

 Wash your goat 1-2 days before a show (use conditioner after the shampoo by 

brushing through and rinsing out). 

 Trim hair around the tail 

 Trim hair off the back of the rear legs from the dewclaw to the hock 

 Trim off all whiskers, eyelashes and clip the outside and inside of the ears  

 Trim your goats’ feet to remove any excess hoof 

 Trim any loose hairs to the goats’ advantage (beards removed for does), use combs on 

your clippers starting at the largest and working your way down until you get a desired 

result on the area of attention.  

 I also recommend shoe polish for your goats’ horns (miniature Boers and animals born 

prior to 2014 only) 

 Scrub hooves and remove excess dirt. Hoof black 10-15 minutes before the class and 

have your animal tied up on concrete or a dust/straw free environment to keep the 

hooves perfect.  

 Baby wipe any dirt off your goat. Brush teeth 5 minutes before entering and remove 

access to food (for the love of goat, please don’t use toothpaste) 

 Brush them and you are ready to present! 
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Okay, you’ve told me what to do, what’s it meant to look like? 

 

Examples: 

Hooves blackened  

 

Hooves Trimmed 
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Hair around the hooves 

 

Tail 
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Back of the legs 

  

Eyelashes/Whiskers 
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Ears 

 

 

Thank you! 

Thank you for taking the time to read this document. It was put together to help those 

interested in showing, those already showing who would like to see a different method, and 

anyone else interested.  This document was put together by Samantha Dulfer of Rivergate 

Miniature Goat Stud.  

 

 

 

 

Congratulations!  

You’ve now learnt how to show your Miniature 

goats. 

 

If you have any further information, please do 

not hesitate to contact me. 


